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File 6C. Secret stories
Clauses of contrast and purpose
Business
Compound nouns
1. LISTEN BETTER (1). Listening for gist and detail
Do you remember George (the radio journalist of File 4A) and his wife Sarah? Sarah is also a
journalist. She works for the 21st Century magazine. It publishes latest current articles and journalistic
research. For the next number of the magazine, her boss, Julian, has told her to write about the story
behind three popular pop songs. He even supplies her with a case that contains two interesting materials:
a cassette of a radio programme called “The story behind the song” and some photographs of the people
involved in that story.
1.a. Sarah goes home to start working on the article. When she opens the case she immediately looks for
the pictures.
Can you identify any of the people in the photos below? (EFUI TB 89/5.a; EFUI SB 99/5.a.)

1.b. Sarah plays the tape and learns the name of the three songs as well as what they all have in common.
Listen once to a radio programme called “The story behind the song”.
Write the names of the three songs. What have all the three songs in common?
(EFUI TB 89/5.a; EFUI SB 99/5.a. The original activity included two sub-activities that I have
divided into two separate exercises).
1.c. Sarah then plays it once more and makes notes about the love triangle and the three songs.
Listen again for more detail about the love triangle and the three songs. Compare what you understood
with your partner. (EFUI TB 89/5.b; EFUI SB 99/5.b.).
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2. SONG. Wonderful tonight
Sarah is curious about the last song, Wonderful tonight.
2.a. She finds an Eric Clapton’s record with it at home, but realises that its quality is very bad: some
words are hardly decipherable. Read the lyrics of the song. In most lines there is one word missing. Listen
once and mark where the missing words go. (EFUI TB 175/1; EFUI SB 98/6. This and the following
activity are not included in the EFUI SB but have literally been taken from the teaching
suggestion in the EFUI TB to exploit the song).
2.b. Sarah decides to play the song once more and tries to guess the undistinguishable words. Listen
again. What are the missing words? (EFUI TB 175/2; EFUI SB 98/6)
Wonderful tonight

2
4

6
8

10

12
14

It’s late in the evening, she’s wondering what to wear
She puts on her make up and brushes her long hair
And then she asks me, ‘Do I look all right?’
And I say, ‘You look wonderful tonight’.
We go to a party and everyone turns to
This beautiful lady that’s walking with me.
And she asks me, ‘Do you feel all right?’
And I say, ‘Yes, I feel wonderful tonight’.
I feel wonderful tonight because I see the love in your eyes.
And the wonder of it all is that you don’t realize
How I love you.
It’s time to go home and I’ve got an aching head,
So I give her the keys, she helps me to bed.
And then I tell her as I turn out the light, I say,
‘Darling, you were wonderful tonight’.
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3. FOCUS ON NEW LANGUAGE (1). Clauses of purpose and reason: to, so as to, so that, because
(of), for
Sarah arranges her notes: she chronologically orders them and completes some details. Then, she
listens again to the radio programme to check.
3.a. Complete Sarah’s sentences from memory. Complete the sentences from memory. Listen and check.
(EFUI TB 90/7.a; EFUI SB 99/7.a.)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

George wanted to write a song to…
Their relationship began to deteriorate, mainly because…
Patti began flirting with Eric so as to…
Eric decided to write a song about Patti so that…
Eric wrote Wonderful tonight for…
Patti and Eric broke up mainly because of…

3.b. After which connectors do you continue…? (EFUI TB 90/7.b; EFUI SB 99/7.b)
With a verb in the infinitive ________________, ___________________
With a subject and a verb __________________, ___________________
With a noun ____________________________, ____________________
3.c. Check with the rules. (EFUI TB 90/7.c; EFUI SB 99/7.c)
Use (in order) to, so that, so as to, and for to express a purpose for doing something.
Use because or because of to give the reasons for doing something.
PURPOSE (objective of an action)
I went to the bank
(in order) to
so as to
for
so (that)

take out some money.
a meeting with the manager.
I could pay my friend back.

REASON (explanation for an action)
I was completely broke
because
because of

I’d had an expensive holiday.
my expensive holiday.

• in order to and so as to are more formal than to.
• After so that use a subject + verb, normally a modal verb (can, could, would, etc.).
She gave him a map so that he wouldn’t get lost. NOT he didn’t get lost.
! You can’t use to to express a negative response. Use so as not to.
We hurried so as not to miss the bus. NOT I hurried not to
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4. PRACTICE (1.1.). Clauses of purpose and reason: to, so as to, so that, because (of), for
Back in her office, Sarah overhears a conversation between her boss Julian and one of her
colleagues, Nick. They are in the Julian’s office (next door to Sarah’s). Complete the sentences that Sarah
heard with to, so as not to, for, so that, because, or because of.
Complete with to, so as not to, for, so that, because, or because of.
(EFUI TB 90/7 Practice a; EFUI SB 99/7 Practice a. The wording and ordering of the sentences
are slightly different from the original so that the statements could better fit in the communicative
stage. For instance, sentence 4 in the EFUI SB is number 7 in this new unit and reads as
follows: “I’ll send him an e-mail ____ tell him that we’re definitely going to his meeting.” Sentence
5 in the EFUI SB appears in my adaptation as number 8 with this wording: “Julian, did I tell you
that we were very late for the concert ____ the terrible traffic?”. The new ordering (expressed
with the numbers of the original sentences) is as follows: 3, 2, 1, 10, 6, 9, 4, 5, 8, 7).
1. We always lock all the windows _______________ there have been robberies near the
newspaper’s office.
2. They had to make a lot of workers redundant in “The Friday news” journal _______________ it
could survive.
3. Paul never talks about his private life _______________ protect his family.
4. Did you know that he has been very depressed recently _______________ his job?
5. Yes, his family paid the criminals a lot of money _______________ their son would be released
unharmed.
6. I’ll send him an e-mail _______________ tell him that we’re definitely going to his meeting.
7. When Richard’s sister asked me if I liked her dress, I told her a white lie _______________ hurt
her feelings.
8. Julian, did I tell you that we were very late for the concert _______________ the terrible traffic?
9. I’m going to work late on Friday night _______________ have to do any work at the weekend.
10. My brother’s saving _______________ a new car.
Right answers:
1: because; 2: so that; 3: to; 4: because of; 5: so that; 6: to; 7: so as not to; 8: because of; 9: so as not
to; 10: for
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5. BUILD YOUR VOCABULARY. Compound nouns
In English there are many compound nouns (two nouns together) where the first noun (always
singular) is used as an adjective to describe the second noun.
e.g. a love story a bus stop
Sarah hears laughter coming from Julian’s office. Her boss was now telling Nick that he was going
to be promoted to the post of the sub-director of the 21st Century magazine. Sarah becomes furious
because Julian had already promised her that post. She is determined to do another article to make Julian
change his mind. She then thinks that a good story would be one related to the functioning of a world
business company created by a self-made person. This business person could add a human touch to the
story, similar to what happened in the three songs. So she starts researching for her story on the Internet
with a long list of key business words.
5.a. Discover some of Sarah’s key words by making compound nouns using words from this list. Make
compounds using words from the list. Some words can be used more than once. Notice that terms other
than those related to companies and music industry are included too. (EFUI TB 90/8.a; EFUI SB
100/8.a. Please first highlight the following terms as those belonging to Sarah’s list (those terms
actually related to companies and music industry, such as “brand name”, “business deal”,
“cartoon character”, “designer clothes”, “family company”, “music business/magazine”, “toy
box/manufacturer”))
bin
detector
shopping
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

box
forecast
song

window
brand
business
car
cartoon
designer
family
letter
lie
love
music
rubbish
safari
toy
weather

business
magazine
thief

character
manufacturer

clothes
name

deal
park

________________________________
________________________________
________________________________/________________________
________________________________/________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________ /_______________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________/________________________
________________________________

5.b. Compare in pairs. Have you got different ones? Cover the second nouns. Test yourself. (EFUI TB
90/8.b; EFUI SB100/8.b)
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6. BETTER PRONUNCIATION (1). Stress on compound nouns
Compound nouns are almost always stressed on the first word.
T6.14 Practise saying the compound nouns in 5.a. above. Listen and check. (EFUI TB 90/Better
Pronunciation a; EFUI SB 100/Better Pronunciation a)
7. VOCABULARY BUILDER. BUSINESS
Verbs and expressions
This search has provided Sarah a huge amount of links to companies. So she is forced to drastically
refine her search on the Internet. She then uses other more specific key words. Do exercises 7.a.-7.c. to
discover which key words she used. (These exercises were originally included in the last activity of
Read Better (1.e.)).
7.a. Complete with verbs from the list (some verbs are used more than once). (EFUI TB 87/1.e; EFUI SB
97/1.e; 139/A a)
7.b. Underline the stress on the words in bold. Practise saying the words. (EFUI TB 87/1.e; EFUI SB
97/1.e; 139/A b)
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7.c. Cover the verbs. Test yourself. (EFUI TB 87/1.e; EFUI SB 97/1.e; 139/A c).
7.d. Sarah noticed certain business expressions in the texts she found. Put the nouns under do or make to
complete the business expressions that she read. (EFUI TB 88/1.e; EFUI SB 97/1.e; 139/A d)
do

make

8. GET IT RIGHT
With this new search Sarah obtains a more reduced list of links concerning the following
multinational companies.
Pronouncing international brand names
8.a. How do you pronounce the brand names that Sarah obtained in her second search? How do you
pronounce the brand names below? (EFUI TB 89/4 (Get It Right a); EFUI SB 98/4 (Get It Right
a)
1. in your language
2. in English (use the phonetics to help you)
8.b. T6.10 Listen and check. (EFUI TB 89/4 (Get It Right b); EFUI SB 98/4 (Get It Right b))
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9. PRACTICE (1.2.). Clauses of purpose and reason: to, so as to, so that, because (of), for
Feeling very tired, Sarah decides to take a taxi and come back home, where her little daughter
Emily and husband have just arrived. Still furious, Sarah tells her husband about the conversation she
overheard between Nick and her boss Julian.
What do you think her ending to her sentence was (the first one)?
In pairs, try to guess the endings to the rest of sentences below. Check if your answers coincide with your
teacher’s. (EFUI TB 90/Practice b; EFUI SB 98/Practice b. I put the original fifth sentence as the
first one in the adapted version to better contextualize this communicative stage. The new
ordering (expressed with the numbers of the original sentences) is as follows: 5, 1, 2, 3, 4, 6).
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

I’m sure Nick only got the post because ...
What a disaster! I arrived late for…
The actress wore dark glasses so that…
I took a taxi so as not…
We’ve been saving for two years to…
We had to wait six hours at the airport because of…

10. MAKING CONVERSATION
After her husband has calmed her down, Sarah feels ready to start studying her material. She firstly
devises a brief schedule with questions about several main aspects of each one of the companies listed in
activity no. 8.a on page 439.
Look at her questionnaire. Look at the questionnaire. In small groups, talk about some of the
brands. Try to use the words in bold. (EFUI TB 89/4; EFUI SB 98/4)
1.
2.
3.
4.

Which country is the brand from? What are their products?
Is this brand the market leader in your country?
Who are their main competitors?
Why do you think this brand is well known?
a) because of marketing
b) because of the quality
c) because of the price
d) other reasons
5. Have you ever bought any of their products?
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11. BETTER PRONUNCIATION (2). Stress on compound nouns
Compound nouns are almost always stressed on the first word.
Sarah feels quite disappointed once she has revised all the texts. They are not interesting at all: they
only offer sales statistics and very ordinary stories about how they were set up. Exhausted, she starts
playing a spontaneous guessing game with her daughter Emily. She asks here questions whose answers
are the words contained in the list of activity no. 5.a.
Answer Sarah’s questions to her daughter with a compound noun. Answer with a compound noun.
Stress them correctly. (EFUI TB 90/Better Pronunciation b; EFUI SB 100/Better Pronunciation b)
1. Where do you park your car?
2. What can you normally hear at the end of the news?
3. What kind of company is Lego? (This one appears as O&M Hausser in the EFUI SB)
4. Who is Bart Simpson?
5. What kind of things do top models wear?
6. Where can you see wild animals that are not in cages?
7. What do you call a person that steals cars?
8. What are Nike, Nescafé, and Ariel?
9. Where does the postman put your mail?
10. Where should you throw sweet papers?
12. READ BETTER. Remembering who’s who
Emily gets tired of this guessing game and begins playing with one of her multiple barbies. While
Sarah is contemplating her, she suddenly realises that she’s got the ideal type of company for her article:
a toy manufacturer. How could she not have thought of it before? She thinks that Mattel (Barbie’s
manufacturer) could well serve her purposes. It is known worldwide and has a long tradition (she herself
had even played with barbies!). Excited, Sarah quickly phones several friends with little daughters too.
She wants to get a first impression of Barbie’s popularity.
12.a. Look at the following improvised questions Sarah asked her friends. Talk to a partner. (EFUI TB
87/1.a; EFUI SB 96/1.a).
1. What kind of toys did you use to play with?
2. What was your favourite toy? Why?
3. Which toys were in fashion when you were a child? Are they still in fashion today?
12.b. Sarah is now absolutely persuaded of the potential of Mattel’s star product, Barbie. She rushes
again to her computer and searches on the Internet for articles related to this doll. Just by chance, she
finds the following one by The Times titled “Barbie: her secret story”. Intrigued, Sarah quickly reads it to
discover the secret.
You are going to read the article found by Sarah and called Barbie: her secret story. You are going to
read an article called Barbie: her secret story. Quickly read up to line 36. According to the text, what is
her secret? (EFUI TB 87/1.b; EFUI SB 96/1.b).

441

Patterns of Activity Sequencing in TEFL and their Effects on Learning
______________________________________________________________________________________________

442

APPENDIX B. Instructional material. Appendix B.2. CPM adapted file 6C (section 6.2.6.6.1.)
______________________________________________________________________________________________

It is sometimes a problem understanding a text where there are a lot of names. As you read, stop
and make sure you know who or what they refer to.
12.c. As she is reading, Sarah becomes aware of the great amount of proper names involved in the story.
She highlights them so as to remember who and what they refer to.
Read on. Then see if you can remember the names highlighted by Sarah: who/what are they? (EFUI TB
87/1.c; EFUI SB 96/1.c.)
Barbara and Ken
Beuthin
Bild Zeitung
Kurt

Lili
O&M Hausser
Rolf Hausser
Ruth Handler

Martha Maar
Mattel
Lucerne
Elliot

12.d. Sarah reads the article once again in a more relaxed way. She makes some notes which summarise
the main points.
Read the whole text again carefully, guessing the new words from context. Say if Sarah’s summarising
statements are T (true) or F (false). Say if the following are T (true) or F (false). Explain why. (EFUI TB
87/1.d; EFUI SB 96/1.d).
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The secret about Barbie is that she wasn’t invented by an American company.
Beuthin decided to have a doll made to give as a present to people.
He quickly found the right toymaker.
O&M Hausser became a well-known company because of the Lili doll.
The Lili doll was named after Rolf Hausser’s wife.
What made Lili different was that she had so many different clothes.
Lili became successful very quickly.
Ruth Handler bought a Lili doll as a present.

12.e. Sarah also highlights several words/phrases in the text related to ‘business’. She adds them to her
list of key words for possible future new searches. It’s very late at night, so she goes to bed.
Highlight words/phrases in the text related to ‘business’. In pairs, discuss what they mean. (EFUI TB
87/1.e; EFUI SB 97/1.e.).
13. PRACTICE (1.3.). Clauses of purpose and reason: to, so as to, so that, because (of), for
The following day at work Sarah is still fascinated by this secret story not known by most of the
public. She is resolved to change the topic of her article: instead of describing how Mattel works, she will
investigate the real authorship of Mattel’s star product. Thus Sarah decides to fly to Nuremberg to
interview Rolf Hausser. She wants to get his opinion about Ruth Handler’s behaviour, something which
had never seen the light before and which would add a human touch to her article. She goes to George’s
radio station office to tell him about her decision. He was on air doing his programme with a very
prestigious sociologist and psychologist who was responding to certain audience’s questions. Can you
answer them?
“Why do they do it?” Student A goes to Appendix 1 (page 451) and Student B goes to Appendix 2 (page
452). Talk about why people do things. (EFUI TB 90/Practice c; EFUI SB 99/Practice c)
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14. LISTEN BETTER (2). Following a story: time connectors
When you are trying to follow a story or sequence of events, listen for when the speaker uses a
time connector (then, later, one day, etc.). They often tell you that an important part of the story is
coming.

14.a. Sarah packs and leaves for Heathrow Airport to take the first plane to Berlin. Once installed in
Nuremberg, she manages to find Rolf Hausser. He accepts to be interviewed and to have this interview
audio recorded.
Listen once to a radio interview with Rolf Hausser.
(EFUI TB 88/2.a; EFUI SB 97/2.a. I have modified the original wording of the third question so
that it naturally tied in with this communicative step).
1. What happened to O&M Hausser in the end?
2. What is Rolf Hausser most angry about?
3. What does Sarah say after seeing an original Barbie and a Lili together? (The “two dolls” for the
students; I have modified the original wording of this question so that it naturally tied in
with this communicative step).
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14.b. Sarah makes some notes as she was listening to Rolf Hausser.
Listen again and number the events described in her notes in the order they happened.
Listen again. Number the events in the order they happened. Use the time connectors to help you. (EFUI
TB 88/2.b; EFUI SB 97/2.b)
a) The company started to make a loss.
b) He went to Nuremberg.
c) Rolf Hausser didn’t know that Barbie existed.
d) The Haussers sold the patent of Lili.
e) He found out who manufactured Barbie.
f) Kurt Hausser persuaded his brother not to take Mattel to court.
g) Rolf Hausser saw some Barbies in a shop window.
h) Rolf Hausser went bankrupt.
14.c. Sarah was so impressed after interviewing Rolf Hausser that she phones George. When he heard the
story, George told her that the German toy manufacturer should have acted in a different way. Why do
you think he believes so?
What is Rolf Hausser referring to when he says ‘It was probably the worst thing we could have done?’
What do you think he should have done? Do you feel sorry for him? (EFUI TB 88/2.c; EFUI SB
97/2.c.)
15. FOCUS ON NEW LANGUAGE (2). Clauses expressing a contrast
15.a. After hanging up, Sarah starts working on her article. As a good journalist, she makes a summary of
the facts that she learnt from Rolf Hausser’s interview. Match Sarah’s sentence halves to discover what
her summary of Barbie’s story was.
Match the sentence halves below to make a summary of Barbie’s story. (EFUI TB 88/3.a; EFUI SB
97/3.a.)
1. Even though she is known worldwide known as Barbie...
2. Lili began as a cartoon character though…
3. Although there were many toy manufacturers in Germany…
4. Lili’s clothes included mini-skirts even though…
5. In spite of the fact that Lili was popular all over Europe…
6. Ruth Handler had neve seen a doll like Lili before despite…
7. Rolf Hausser knew nothing about Barbie though…
8. He wanted to take Mattel to court even though…
9. Despite the money he received for the patent…
10. Rolf Hausser has now been completely forgotten in spite of…
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a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)

they were a much bigger company.
they weren’t in fashion yet.
having her own toy company.
her original name was in fact Lili.
it was hard to find someone to make the Lili doll.
not many dolls were sold in the USA.
being Barbie’s original creator.
she soon became better known as a doll.
O&M Hausser soon went bankrupt.
she had already existed for some years.

15.b. In order to get more inspired, Sarah closes her eyes. She firstly tries to remember the events
depicted in each sentence and secondly, to visualize them.
Cover a-j. Complete the sentences from memory. (EFUI TB 88/3.b; EFUI SB 97/3.b)
15.c. Look at sentences 1-10. Focus on the words in bold. (EFUI TB 88/3.c; EFUI SB 97/3.c)
1. Which form is used to express the biggest contrast, though, although, or even though?
2. What are the three main grammatical possibilities after in spite of and despite?
15.d. Check with the rules. (EFUI TB 88/3.d; EFUI SB 98/3.d)
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Use although, even though, though, in spite of, and despite to express a contrasting idea.
I was quite ill.
though
although
I was really ill. (= for big contrast)
even though
I enjoyed my trip to India
being ill. NOT I was ill
in spite of
my illness.
despite
the fact that I was ill.
•
•
•
1.
2.
3.

After though, although, and even though use a subject + verb.
Even though is stronger than though/although, though is more informal than although.
After in spite of and despite use either
a noun
a verb in the –ing form
the fact that + a subject + verb ( = more formal)

16. PRACTICE (2.1.). Clauses expressing a contrast
During a break, Sarah phones Claudia (her friend at work). The following are some sentences of
their conversation.
Rewrite the sentences so that they mean the same. (EFUI TB 89/Practice a; EFUI SB
98/Practice a. The targeted structural points of the sentences are exactly the same as in the
original. I have slightly altered the ordering and wording of some sentences so that they could fit
in better as real extracts from the conversation between Sarah and Claudia. For instance,
sentence 5 in the EFUI SB “Despite the fact that I was late the boss wasn’t angry” becomes
“Despite the fact that Nick was late for work Julian wasn’t angry with him”. The new ordering
(expressed with the numbers of the original sentences) is as follows: 4, 2, 3, 5, 6, 1).
1. Although Julian has a burglar alarm he was burgled again two weeks ago!
Despite ______________________________________________________________________
2. Even though the newspaper’s carpenter had a perfect alibi, he was arrested for the burglary in Julian’s
house.
In spite of ____________________________________________________________________
3. In spite of being the toy market leader in Germany the company went bankrupt.
Even though __________________________________________________________________
4. Despite the fact that Nick was late for work Julian wasn’t angry with him.
Although _____________________________________________________________________
5. In spite of being the managing director, Julian goes to work by bike.
Even though __________________________________________________________________
6. Despite doing no marketing their magazine sells well.
Although _____________________________________________________________________
Right answers:
1. Despite having a burglar alarm, Julian was burgled again last Sunday.
2. In spite of having a perfect alibi, the newspaper’s carpenter was arrested for the burglary in
Julian’s house.
3. Even though the company was the toy market leader in Germany it went bankrupt.
4. Although Nick was late for work, Julian wasn’t angry with him.
5. Even though Julian is the managing director, he goes to work by bike.
6. Although they do no marketing, their magazine sells well.
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17. REMEMBER PHRASAL VERBS IN CONTEXT
Sarah and Claudia hang up after a long chat on the phone. Sarah turns on the T.V. and manages to
tune in to a British channel where the evening news report is currently being broadcasted. The star story
is about Matt (Do you remember him? In File 6A, he is the guy whose car was stolen and recovered
afterwards thanks to a photo taken by the thief himself with Matt’s camera). Other strange stories are also
included. The following are some sentences uttered by the presenter.
17.a. Complete the phrasal verbs from File 6 with the right particles. (EFUI TB 91/Remember Phrasal
Verbs a; EFUI SB 100/Remember Phrasal Verbs a)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

All criminals hope to get ______ ______ their crimes.
When Matt went to pick his car ______, the police said they didn’t think they’d catch the thief.
The man had broken ______ Matt’s car.
In an instant an innocent man was turned ______ a criminal!
Have you ever been caught ______ telling a lie?, they asked her.
Sometimes he made ______ stories of medical congresses.
The company was set ______ in 1948.
Big companies often take ______ smaller ones.

17.b. In pairs, say what the phrasal verbs mean. (EFUI TB 91/Remember Phrasal Verbs b; EFUI SB
100/Remember Phrasal Verbs b)
18. PRACTICE (2.2.). Clauses expressing a contrast
The following day, Sarah returns to England. George picks her up at the airport and on the way
home they have a lively chat. She starts telling him anecdotes of her trip. In pairs, complete the sentences
they told each other in a logical way. Tell the class some of your sentences. Are any of them the same?
(EFUI TB 89/Practice b; EFUI SB 98/Practice b. The distribution of the sentences is virtually the
same except for items 1 and 2. The original second sentence has been reworded from “We
enjoyed our holiday in spite of” to “I enjoyed my trip to Nuremberg in spite of” so as to link this
item with the present communicative stage).
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

It was a great restaurant though…
I enjoyed my trip to Nuremberg in spite of…
Despite studying all night…
I’m going to see the film again even though…
He’s very mean despite…
Although she spoke really quickly I…
They won the match despite…
I couldn’t sleep even though…
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19. WRITE BETTER. An informal e-mail
Sarah finishes her article and hands it in to Julian. He likes it so much that he names her as the subdirector of this magazine instead of Nick. A few days later, Julian receives the phone-call of an English
friend, Andrew. He asks Julian who could provide him with a brief market study of the toy manufacturer
industry in Spain. Julian immediately thinks of Sarah due to her great experience on the topic. He tells
her:
“An English friend of mine wants to set up a business exporting a new brand of (…) in Spain. He/she
wants to know …
1. who the market leaders are and why
2. what other products are on sale and why they are less successful
3. what you think his/her product will need in order to succeed.”
Julian then asks Sarah to answer his friend.
(What Julian actually tells Sarah is a rewording from “An English friend of yours wants to set up
a business exporting new brand of (…) to your country”. The latter part accounts for my
specification of “Spain” in the new instructions. The questions belong to activity 9. b). in the EFUI
SB. The activities in the adapted version appear in exactly the same order as in the original one,
but you have to direct your learners’ attention to these questions in the first place).
• 19.a. Study this Writing Bank 3 An informal letter/e-mail. Check what is different when you write an
e-mail. (EFUI TB 91/9.a; EFUI SB 100/9.a.; 143 Writing Bank 3 An informal letter/e-mail.)
Tips for writing an informal letter
1. Put your address and the date in the top right hand corner (but NOT your
name)
2. Begin Dear (Jane) NOT Hello. Use a comma (,), NOT a colon (;).
3. Use informal language (contractions, colloquial expressions, etc.)
4. Always divide your letter into at least three paragraphs.
5. Show that you are going to end the letter by using a ‘finishing’ sentence
(Well, that’s all for now.) Put Best wishes/Regards or (Lots of) love if it’s a close
friend.
6. If you have forgotten something, add it at the end with PS.
Writing an informal e-mail
Follow the rules for an informal letter but…
1. don’t put your address or date
2. you can begin Hi + name, or simply Hi/Hello.
• 19.b. Plan your e-mail in pairs. Decide what the product is, and how to answer questions 1-3. (EFUI TB
91/9.b; EFUI SB 100/9.b)
• 19.c. Write the e-mail in about 100-150 words. Use a different paragraph to answer each question.
Check it for mistakes before you give it in. (EFUI TB 91/9.c; EFUI SB 100/9.c)
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APPENDIX 1
(Student A)
Why do they do it?
Take turns to ask your questions. When you answer Student B’s questions, you mustn’t use because. Try
to use:
To/So as not to…
So that…
Because of…
Continue the conversation.
Why do…?
… people get married
… many couples today only want one child
… people tell lies
… people take early retirement
… people drive too fast
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APPENDIX 2
(Student B)
Why do they do it?
Take turns to ask your questions. When you answer Student B’s questions, you mustn’t use because. Try
to use:
To/So as not to…
So that…
Because of…
Continue the conversation.
Why do…?
… people go on holiday
… many women work outside home
… people drink alcohol
… people have children
… people do sports
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