
Summary. Involvement of granulocyte colony
stimulating factor (G-CSF) and granulocyte-macrophage
colony stimulating factor (GM-CSF) in non-
lymphohematopoietic malignant tumors accompanied by
leukocytosis was clinicopathologically investigated.
Among 1,778 autopsy cases in the last 20 years, 485
lesions of 439 cases with non-lymphohematopoietic
malignant tumors accompanied by leukocytosis with a
white blood cell count of 10,000/mm3 or greater during
the course were immunohistologically examined for G-
CSF and GM-CSF. Three (0.7%) and two cases (0.5%)
were G-CSF- and GM-CSF-positive, respectively. GM-
CSF mRNA was confirmed by using non-fixed
cryopreserved tumor tissues in one case positive for
GM-CSF. G-CSF-positive cases were large cell
carcinoma of the lung, adenocarcinoma of the colon, and
adenocarcinoma of the stomach, and GM-CSF-positive
cases were spindle cell carcinoma of the lung and
malignant thymoma. In the case with stomach
carcinoma, the primary lesion showing moderately
differentiated adenocarcinoma was negative, but the lung
metastatic lesion showing less differentiated
adenocarcinoma was G-CSF-positive. The survival
period was six months or less in four out of five positive
cases. The highest white blood cell count in five CSF-
positive cases was markedly elevated: 29,400-
103,500/mm3 (mean: 59,700/mm3). In four cases,
excluding one case which may have been markedly
affected by chemotherapy, the bone marrow showed
hyperplasia, and the number of the granulocyte series
cells significantly increased. There were three cases
(0.7%) negative for both G-CSF and GM-CSF, although
they showed marked leukocytosis (60,000/mm3 or
higher) which were higher than the mean count of CSF-
positive cases and was not observed in autopsy cases

with non-tumorous diseases. Other stimulating factors
may be involved in the development of leukocytosis in
such cases.
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Introduction

Leukocytosis can be seen as one of the symptoms
accompanied by malignant tumors. It is known that the
increase in leukocytes is so marked that it should be
differentiated from that in leukemia (Hughes and Higley,
1952). Recently, the involvement of various factors
produced by tumors that stimulate leukocyte
proliferation have been shown as a cause of
leukocytosis. Granulocyte colony stimulating factor (G-
CSF), granulocyte-macrophage colony stimulating factor
(GM-CSF), macrophage colony stimulating factor,
tumor necrosis factor α, interleukin 1, interleukin 3, and
interleukin 6 have been reported as factors that are
considered to induce marked leukocytosis by stimulating
bone marrow hematopoietic cells to proliferate (Suzuki
et al., 1993). However, the actual frequency of malignant
tumors that produce these growth factors is not clear.
Moreover, most studies reported G-CSF as a tumor-
produced leukocyte proliferation stimulating factor, and
GM-CSF-producing malignant tumors have rarely been
reported. There have been a few reports in which
multiple numbers of cases with G-CSF- and GM-CSF-
producing malignant tumors were clinicopathologically
analyzed. Therefore, in this study, patients with non-
lymphohematopoietic malignant tumors accompanied by
leukocytosis who underwent pathological autopsy in our
Department in the last 20 years were immuno-
histochemically examined for G-CSF and GM-CSF, and
the colony stimulating factor (CSF)-producing malignant
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tumors were clinicopathologically investigated.

Materials and methods

Subjects

The study was performed in 1,778 patients who were
autopsied at the Department of Molecular and Cellular
Pathology, Graduate School of Medical Science,
Kanazawa University between 1980 and 1999. Among
these patients, those with non-lymphohematopoietic
malignant tumors who developed leukocytosis with a
white blood cell count of 10,000/mm3 or higher
(including patients with multiple carcinomas and
excluding those in whom tumors disappeared due to
therapy) were investigated. As the control, the degree of
leukocytosis in autopsy cases with non-tumorous
diseases (cases without tumorous lesions in the main
pathological findings) were examined.

Immunohistochemistry

Two or three representative primary lesions or
metastatic tissues were selected from each case, and
immunohistochemistry for G-CSF and GM-CSF was
performed by the streptoavidin-biotin method.
Preparations for immunohistological staining of G-CSF
were treated with Target Unmasking Fluid (Kreatech
Diagnostics, Amsterdam, Netherlands) to activate
antigens. For the primary antibodies, mouse anti-human
G-CSF monoclonal antibody (50-fold diluted,
Biochemical Industry Co., Ltd., Tokyo, Japan) and rabbit
anti-human GM-CSF polyclonal antibody (50-fold
diluted, R&D Systems Inc., Minneapolis, MN, USA)
were used. After color development, the tissues were
stained with methylgreen or hematoxylin. As negative
controls, non-immunized mouse IgG (DAKO Japan,
Kyoto, Japan) and rabbit immunoglobulin fraction
(DAKO Japan) were used instead of the primary
antibodies against G-CSF and GM-CSF, respectively.
The non-immunized immunoglobulins were diluted to
adjust the protein concentration to that of the
corresponding primary antibody.

Detection of G-CSF and GM-CSF mRNAs by reverse
transcription- polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR)

From formalin-fixed paraffin-embedded tissues of
cases which were judged positive by immunohisto-

chemistry, total RNA was extracted using Paraffin Block
RNA Isolation Kit (AMBION Inc., Austin, TX, USA).
The condition of the extracted RNA was estimated by
2% agarose gel electrophoresis. In a case whose tissues
were cryopreserved without fixation, total RNA was
extracted by the acid guanidinium thiocyanate-phenol-
chloroform method (Sambrook et al., 1989).

Using total RNA extracted, RT-PCR was performed
using Reverse Transcription Series (Promega
Corporation, Madison, WI, USA). The base sequences
of PCR primers used in detecting G-CSF and GM-CSF
transcription products and the sizes of the PCR products
are shown in Table 1. Four pairs of primers for G-CSF
(Nagata et al., 1986) and GM-CSF (Miyatake et al.,
1985) were prepared based on the genomic DNA
sequences. The primers were designed to contain introns
in the region to distinguish PCR products of the RNAs
from those of a minute contaminant of the genomic
DNAs. To confirm whether cDNA was successfully
synthesized from formalin-fixed paraffin block-
embedded tissue blocks and non-fixed frozen tissues, ß2-
microglobulin was also amplified (Noonan et al., 1990).
In PCR for G-CSF and GM-CSF, a cycle consisting of
one minute at 94 °C, one minute at 60 °C, and one
minute at 72 °C was repeated for 30 cycles. For ß2-
microglobulin, a cycle consisting of one minute at 94 °C,
one minute at 57 °C, and one minute at 72 °C was
repeated for 25 cycles. The PCR product (9 µl) was
electrophoresed on a 4.5% agarose gel (3% agarose and
1.5% Nusieve GTG agarose) (FMC Bioproducts,
Rockland, ME, USA) containing ethidium bromide, and
the PCR products were visualized by illumination using
UV light.

Analysis of bone marrow

In cases with tumors positive for G-CSF or GM-CSF
on immunohistochemistry, the bone marrow was
examined as follows. As controls, the bone marrow of
the autopsy patients in whom the white blood cell count
was 10,000/mm3 or below, the red blood cell count was
350 x 104/mm3 or greater, and the platelet count was 
15x104/mm3 or greater without clinical hematological
disorders was examined by the same procedure (six
autopsy cases with non-lymphohematopoietic malignant
tumors and six autopsy cases with non-tumorous
diseases).

Cellularity of hematopoietic cells in the bone
marrow: tissue sections prepared from formalin-fixed
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Table 1. Sequences of oligonucleotide primers for PCR.

PRIMER NAME FORWARD PRIMER REVERSE PRIMER LENGHT OF PCR PRODUCT (bp)

ß2-microglobulin 5'-ACCCCCACTGAAAAAGATGA-3' 5'-ATCTTCAAACCTCCATGATG-3' 114
G-CSF 1 5'-CAGAGCCCCATGAAGCTGATG-3' 5'-CTTCCTGCACTGTCCAGAGTG-3' 70
G-CSF 2 5'-TTGGGTCCCACCTTGGACACA-3 '5'-GGCCATTCCCAGTTCTTCCAT-3' 87
GM-CSF 1 5'-CTGAACCTGAGTAGAGACACTG-3' 5'-CTGGAGGTCAAACATTTCTGAG-3' 75
GM-CSF 2 5'-CATGATGGCCAGCCACTACAAG-3' 5'-GGTGATAATCTGGGTTGCACAG-3' 73



paraffin-embedded bone marrow (the lumbar vertebra or
costa) were stained with HE. Five fields were randomly
selected from tissue sections and photographed (direct
magnification: x100). The bone trabeculas were
excluded from the field. The photographed 35-mm films
were entered into a Power Mac G4/500 computer (Apple
Computer Co., Tokyo, Japan) using a Quickscan 35
(Minolta Co., Osaka, Japan), and the bone marrow
images were digitized. The captured bone marrow
images were analyzed using an image processing
software Adobe Photoshop 5.5 (Adobe systems Co.,
Tokyo, Japan) and an image analysis software NIH
Image 1.62 (NIH, Bethesda, MD). The area occupied by
hematopoietic cells was divided by the whole captured
image area excluding bone trabeculas, and the value was
regarded as the cellularity of hematopoietic cells in the
bone marrow.

Histochemistry and immunohistochemistry of bone
marrow: four types of cells (granulocyte, erythrocyte,
histiocyte/monocyte and megakaryocyte series) were
distinguished by histochemistry or immuno-
histochemistry. Cells of the granulocyte series were
identified by chloroacetate-esterase staining. Cells of the
erythrocyte, histiocyte/monocyte and megakaryocyte
series were labeled by immunohistochemistry using anti-
glycophorin A antibody (Greaves et al., 1983) (200-fold
diluted, DAKO Japan), anti-CD68 antibody (Pulford et
al., 1989) (100-fold diluted, DAKO Japan), and anti-von
Willebrand factor antibody (Chuang et al., 2000) (1,600-
fold diluted, DAKO Japan), respectively. In
immunohistochemistry, the streptoavidin-biotin method
was used as for G-CSF and GM-CSF. For activation of
antigens, sections were treated with Target Unmasking
Fluid or microwave. Five fields (direct magnification:
x50) were randomly selected from tissue sections and
photographed. The photographs were printed in color
(final magnification: x200), and the labeled cells were
counted. All nucleated cells in the color print were also
counted, and the labeled cell count was divided by the
nucleated cell count to calculate the relative constitutive
ratio of each cell series.

The cellularity of hematopoietic cells was multiplied
by the relative constitutive ratio of each cell series to

calculate the absolute constitutive ratio of each cell
series in the bone marrow.

Statistical analysis

The cellularity of hematopoietic cells and relative
and absolute constitutive ratios of each cell series in the
bone marrow were compared between the controls and
CSF-positive cases by Student t-test.

Results

Clinicopathological findings

Of 1,778 autopsied patients, 869 patients had non-
lymphohematopoietic malignant tumors. Among these
cases, 439 cases with 485 lesions developed leukocytosis
with a white blood cell count of 10,000/mm3 or greater
(single carcinoma, 397 cases; double carcinoma, 39
cases; triple carcinoma, 2 cases; quadruple carcinoma, 1
case: excluding cases in which tumors disappeared due
to therapy) (Tables 2, 3). The major primary organs of
carcinomas were the lung, liver, stomach, pancreas,
gallbladder, and large intestine. The highest white blood
cell count during the course was less than 20,000/mm3 in
most cases (307, 70.0%). The highest white blood cell
count was 103,500/mm3 in the case with giant-cell type
large cell carcinoma of the lung. On the other hand, there
were 365 autopsy cases with non-tumorous diseases
which developed leukocytosis with a white blood cell
count of 10,000/mm3 or higher during the course (Table
2). The highest white blood cell count was less than
20,000/mm3 in most cases (275, 75.3%). The case with
the highest white blood cell count (54,700/mm3) was
lung abscess complicated by sepsis. No autopsy cases
with non-tumorous diseases had a white blood cell count
of 60,000/mm3 or higher.

Immunohistochemistry

All cases with non-lymphohematopoietic malignant
tumors which developed leukocytosis with a white blood
cell count of 10,000/mm3 or higher during the course
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Table 2. Items of 804 cases with leukocytosis among1778 autopsy cases examined.

CASES WHITE BLOOD CELL (/mm3) TOTAL

10000≤ 20000≤ 30000≤ 40000≤ 50000≤ 60000≤ 90000≤ 100000≤
<20000 <30000 <40000 <50000 <60000 <70000 <100000 <110000

Cases with non-lymphohematopoietic 307 84 30 9 4 3 1 1 439

Malignant tumor
Single cancer 275 76 30(1) 8(1) 4 2 1(1) 1(1) 397
Double cancer 29 8(1) 1 1 39
Triple cancer 2 2
Quadruple cancer 1 1

Cases without malignant tumor 275 59 21 9 1 365

Numbers in parentheses represent CSF-positive cases.
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Fig. 1. Histopathology (A and D) and immunohistochemistry for G-CSF (B and E) and GM-CSF (C and F) of 5 positive cases. 1A-1C represent Case 1
(giant cell- type large cell carcinoma of the lung); 2A-2C, Case 4 (spindle cell carcinoma of the lung); 3A-3C, Case2 (adenocarcinoma of the ascending
colon); 4A-4F, Case 3 (4A-4C, adenocarcinoma of the stomach; 4D-4F, metastasis to the lung); 5A-5C, Case 5 (malignant thymoma). Bar: 100 µm.



were examined, and three and two cases had G-CSF-
positive and GM-CSF-positive tumors, respectively
(Table 4). The primary organs were the lung, ascending
colon, stomach, and thymus. The histological types of
lung carcinomas were giant cell-type large cell
carcinoma (G-CSF-positive) and spindle cell carcinoma
(GM-CSF-positive). In the former, the cytoplasm of

some large tumor cells was stained with anti-G-CSF
antibody (Fig. 1-1). In the latter, the cytoplasm of many
spindle cells was stained with anti-GM-CSF antibody
(Figs. 1-2). The G-CSF-positive ascending colon
carcinoma was moderately differentiated
adenocarcinoma, in which some tubular adenocarcinoma
cells were positively stained (Figs. 1-3). This case had
also moderately differentiated tubular adenocarcinoma
of the stomach (double carcinoma case) which was
negative for both G-CSF and GM-CSF. In a case with G-
CSF-positive stomach carcinoma (Case 3), the primary
lesion showing moderately differentiated tubular
adenocarcinoma was negative for both G-CSF and GM-
CSF, but the lung metastatic lesion showing less
differentiation was G-CSF-positive (Figs. 1-4). The GM-
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Table 3. Correlation between primary organs of malignant tumors and degrees of leukocytosis in 485 lesions of 439 cases examined.

PRIMARY ORGANS WHITE BLOOD CELL (/mm3) NUMBER 

10000≤ 20000≤ 30000≤ 40000≤ 50000≤ 60000≤ 90000≤ 100000≤ OF LESIONS
<20000 <30000 <40000 <50000 <60000 <70000 <100000 <110000

Lung 62 20 5 2 1(1) 1(1) 91
Liver 70 12 2 2 86
Stomach 59 11 7(1) 1 2 80
Pancreas 25 14 6 1 3 49
Gallbladder 30 11 4 3 48
Colon 19 7(1) 1 27
Thyroid gland 19 5 1 25
Esophagus 10 2 1 1 1 15
Prostate 10 2 2 10 1 10
Kidney 11 1 12
Urinary bladder 8 2 10
Renal pelvis 4 1 5
Ureter 3 1 4
Breast 3 3
Rectum 3 3
Uterus 3 3
Ovary 1 1 2
Soft tissue 2 2
Thymus 1 1(1) 2
Duodenum 1 1
Anus 1 1
Unknown 1 1
Total 343 92(1) 30(1) 10(1) 4 4 1(1) 1(1) 485

Numbers in parentheses represent CSF-positive cases.

Fig. 2. Agarose-
gel
electrophoresis
of total RNAs
isolated from
formalin-fixed,
paraffin-
embedded
tissues. Various
amounts of
degraded RNAs
were isolated in
all CSF-positive
cases. M, DNA
size marker
(φx174 digested
with Hae III).

Fig. 3. Agarose-gel electrophoresis of reverse transcription-PCR
products for ß2-microglobulin by using total RNAs isolated from formalin-

fixed, paraffin-embedded tissues. The ß2-microglobulin was successfully

amplified in all CFS-positive cases. M, DNA size marker øX174 digested
with Hae III).



CSF-positive malignant thymoma was spindle cell type
(Fig. 1-5). No cases were positive for either GM-CSF
and GM-CSF. The highest white blood cell count in
these CSF-positive cases was 29,400-103,500/mm3
(mean: 59,700/mm3). Of five cases which developed
marked leukocytosis with a white blood cell count of
60,000/mm3 or higher, which was not observed in
autopsy cases with non-tumorous diseases, two cases
were CSF-positive (Table 2). Cases 1, 3, and 5
underwent chemotherapy, and the white blood cell
counts decreased to 33,600 and 11,200/mm3 before

death in cases 1 and 3, respectively.

Detection of G-CSF and GM-CSF mRNAs by RT-PCR

Formalin-fixed paraffin-embedded tissues: as shown
in Fig. 2, in all five G-CSF- or GM-CSF-positive cases,
total RNA could be extracted from formalin-fixed
paraffin-embedded tumor tissues. The amount varied
among the cases. In all cases, the extracted RNA was
degraded to a length less than 1 kb, but ß2-microglobulin
mRNA was detected by RT-PCR in all cases (Fig. 3).
However, neither G-CSF nor GM-CSF mRNA was
amplified in any case.

Non-fixed frozen tissues: among five cases positive
for CSF, the lung primary lesion, liver metastatic lesion,
and liver tissues from a case with GM-CSF-positive lung
spindle cell carcinoma (Case 4) were cryopreserved
without fixation. In this case, ß2-microglobulin mRNA
was amplified in all tissues. GM-CSF mRNA was
detected by RT-PCR in the lung primary and liver
metastatic lesions, but G-CSF mRNA was not detected
(Fig. 4). In the liver tissue without metastasis, neither G-
CSF mRNA nor GM-CSF mRNA was detected.

Analysis of bone marrow

Fig. 5 shows the HE staining, histochemistry, and
immunohistochemistry of the bone marrow tissues in
representative control and CSF-positive cases. Table 5
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Table 4. Clinicopathological findings of 5 cases with non-lymphohematopoietic malignant tumors positively stained for G-CSF or GM-CSF.

CASE AGE SEX PRIMARY TUMOR WHITE BLOOD CELL CHEMOTHERAPY INFLAMMATORY CAUSE SURVIVAL IMMUNOHISTO-
(year) (histopathology) MAXIMUM/mm3 LESION AT  OF DEATH TIME CHEMICAL 

(% of eosinophils) TERMINAL STAGE STAINING

G-CSF GM-CSF

1 67 M Lung cancer 103500 + Focal Tumor 2 months + -
(large cell carcinoma, (5) pulmonary 
giant cell type) abscess

2 71 M Colon cancer 29400 - Sepsis and Multiple 5 months + -
(moderately differentiated (1) broncho- organ failure
adenocarcinoma) pneumonia

Gastric cancer - -
(moderately differentiated 
adenocarcinoma)

3 74 M Gastric cancer 32300 + - Tumor 6 months - -
(moderately differentiated (0) (primary)
adenocarcinoma) + -

(metastatic)

4 74 M Lung cancer 93000 - Broncho- Broncho- 1 month - +
(spindle cell carcinoma) (12) pneumonia pneumonia

5 64 F Malignant thymoma 40200 + - Tumor 6 years - +
(spindle cell type) (0.2)

M, male: F, female.

Fig. 4. Agarose-gel electrophoresis of reverse transcription-PCR
products for GM-CSF (lanes 1-6) and G-CSF (lanes 7-12) by using total
RNAs isolated from unfixed, frozen tissues of the lung carcinoma (1, 2,
7 and 8), liver metastasis (3, 4, 9 and 10) and liver (5, 6, 11 and 12) of
Case 4. Lanes 1, 3 and 5 show PCR reactions with GM-CSF 1 forward
and reverse primers; lanes 2, 4 and 6, with GM-CSF 2 forward and
reverse primers; lanes 7, 9 and 11, with G-CSF 1 forward and reverse
primers; lanes 8, 10 and 12, with G-CSF 2 forward and reverse primers.
PCR products of 75 or 73bp in length for GM-CSF are observed in the
lung carcinoma (lanes 1and 2) and liver metastasis (lanes 3 and 4). M,
DNA size marker (ΦX174 digested with Hae III).



summarizes the cellularity and relative constitutive ratios
of bone marrow hematopoietic cells in 12 control and
five CSF-positive cases, and Table 6 summarizes the

absolute constitutive ratios.
Cellularity of hematopoietic cells: in 12 cases

examined as controls, the cellularity of hematopoietic
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Fig. 5. The bone
marrow of Control 14
(A-E) and Case 4 (F-
J). A and F, HE
staining; B and G,
chloroacetate-esterase
staining; C and H,
immunohistochemistry
for glycophorin A; D
and I,
immunohistochemistry
for CD68; E and J,
immunohistochemistry
for von Willbrand
factor. Bar: 100 µm.



cells was 31.5-56.2% (43.5±8.1%). In contrast, the
cellularity of hematopoietic cells was 29.0-76.7% in five
cases which were positive for CSF. Excluding one case

(Case 1) with the bone marrow in which hematopoiesis
was deeply suppressed by chemotherapy, the cellularity
of bone marrow hematopoietic cells was 67.4-76.7%
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Table 5. Cellularity and relative ratios of granulocyte, erythrocyte, monocyte/macrophage and megakaryocyte in bone marrow of G-CSF- or GM-CSF-
positive cases and controls.

CASE CELLULARITY GRANULOCYTE ERYTHROCYTE MONOCYTE/ MEGAKARYOCYTE
MACROPHAGE

G-CSF-positive case
1 29.0% 7.2% 8.9% 28.2% 4.2%
2 67.4% 68.9% 16.7% 3.2% 0.7%
3 76.7% 57.3% 18.9% 8.6% 0.6%

GM-CSF-positive case 72.6±4.0% 60.9±8.0% 17.4±2.4% 5.2±2.4% 0.7±0.3%
4 72.0% 51.5% 19.5% 4.4% 0.4%
5 74.3% 65.9% 14.3% 4.6% 1.0%

Control without leukocytosis *
Case with malignant tumor
1 53.0% 58.0% 26.9% 0.8% 0.4%
2 32.9% 42.0% 27.3% 1.7% 0.6%
3 42.5% 33.3% 18.5% 4.0% 0.5%
4 43.5% 52.7% 12.9% 1.7% 0.5%
5 55.2% 54.6% 22.5% 1.8% 0.6%
6 42.6% 62.8% 28.3% 2.2% 1.4%

Case without malignant tumor 43.5±8.1% 49.4±9.6% 22.1±5.8% 2.2±1.1% 0.6±0.3%
7 31.5% 55.8% 24.8% ND 0.7%
8 41.0% 32.1% 18.9% 0.8% 0.6%
9 56.2% 57.7% ND 3.1% 0.2%
10 39.6% 47.9% ND 2.3% 0.6%
11 37.2% 48.7% 27.3% 3.8% ND
12 47.0% 47.0% 13.6% 1.7% 0.4%

ND:  not done. *: significant difference (P=0.016<0.05).

Table 6. Absolute ratios of granulocyte, erythrocyte, monocyte/macrophage and megakaryocyte in bone marrow of G-CSF - or GM-CSF-positive cases
and controls .

CASE GRANULOCYTE ERYTHROCYTE MONOCYTE/ MEGAKARYOCYTE
MACROPHAGE

G-CSF-positive case
1 2.1% 2.6% 8.2% 1.2%
2 46.4% 11.2% 2.2% 0.5%
3 44.0% 14.5% 6.6% 0.4%

GM-CSF-positive case 44.1±5.1% 12.6±2.0% 3.8±1.9% 0.5±0.2%
4 37.0% 14.0% 3.2% 0.3%
5 49.0% 10.6% 3.4% 0.8%

Control without leukocytosis
Case with malignant tumor *
1 30.8% 14.3% 0.4% 0.2%
2 13.8% 9.0% 0.6% 0.2%
3 14.1% 7.8% 1.7% 0.2%
4 22.9% 5.6% 0.7% 0.2%
5 30.1% 12.4% 1.0% 0.3%
6 26.8% 12.1% 0.9% 0.6%

Case without malignant tumor 21.7±6.9% 9.3±2.8% 0.9±0.5% 0.3±0.1%
7 17.5% 7.8% ND 0.2%
8 13.1% 7.7% 0.3% 0.3%
9 32.4% ND 1.7% 0.1%
10 19.0% ND 0.9% 0.2%
11 18.1% 10.1% 1.4% ND
12 22.1% 6.4% 0.8% 0.2%

ND: not done. *: significant difference (P=0.019<0.05).



(72.6±4.0%), which was significantly higher than that in
the controls (p=0.016<0.05).

Relative constitutive ratios of hematopoietic cells: in
12 cases examined as the controls, the relative ratios of
the granulocyte, erythrocyte, monocyte/macrophage, and
megakaryocyte series were 32.1-62.8% (49.4±9.6%),
12.9-28.3% (22.1±5.8%), 0.8-4.0% (2.2±1.1%), and 0.2-
1.4% (0.6±0.3%), respectively. In Case 1 with G-CSF-
positivity, the relative ratios of the monocyte/
macrophage and megakaryocyte series were high, while
the ratios of the other two series were low, compared
with the controls. In CSF-positive cases excluding Case
1, the ratio of the granulocyte series was 51.5-68.9%
(60.9±8.0%), which tended to be higher than that in the
controls, but the difference was not significant. The ratio
of the erythrocyte series was 14.3-19.5% (17.4±2.4%),
which tended to be lower than that in the controls, but
not significant. The ratio of the monocyte/macrophage
series was 3.2-8.6% (5.2±2.4%), which tended to be
higher than that in the controls, but not significant. The
ratio of the megakaryocyte series was 0.4-1.0%
(0.7±0.3%), which was similar to that in the controls.
Other nucleated cells such as undifferentiated stem cells,
adipose cells, fibroblasts, vascular endothelial cells, and
vascular pericytes and smooth muscle cells are present in
the bone marrow, but these cells were not measured in
this study. Therefore, the total of the ratios of the four
cell series investigated did not reach 100%.

Absolute constitutive ratios of hematopoietic cells:
in 12 cases examined as controls, the absolute ratios of
the granulocyte, erythrocyte, monocyte/macrophage, and
megakaryocyte series to were 13.1-32.4% (21.7±6.9%),
5.6-14.3% (9.3±2.8%), 0.4-1.7% (0.9±0.5%), and 0.1-
0.6% (0.3±0.1%), respectively. In CSF-positive cases
excluding Case 1, the absolute ratio of the granulocyte
series was 44.0-49.0% (44.1±5.1%), which was
significantly higher than that in the controls
(p=0.019<0.05). In contrast, the absolute ratio of the
erythrocyte series was 10.6-14.5% (12.6±2.0%), which
tended to be higher than that in the controls, but the
difference was not significant. The ratio of the
monocyte/macrophage series was 2.2-6.6% (3.8±1.9%),
which tended to be higher than that in the controls, but
not significant. The ratio of the megakaryocyte series
was 0.4-0.8% (0.5±0.1%), which tended to be higher
than that in the controls, but not significant.

Discussion

As a result of immunohistochemical investigation in
this study, G-CSF-positive (3 cases, 0.7%) and GM-
CSF-positive cases (2 cases, 0.5%) were observed in five
(approximately 1.1%) out of 439 cases with non-
lymphohematopoietic malignant tumors accompanied by
leukocytosis. RT-PCR was performed using formalin-
fixed paraffin-embedded tissues prepared from these
positive cases. Although ß2-microglobulin mRNA was
confirmed, neither G-CSF mRNA nor GM-CSF mRNA
was detected. However, in Case 4, which was GM-CSF-

positive and whose non-fixed tissues were
cryopreserved, GM-CSF mRNA was detected. Although
the reason why G-CSF or GM-CSF mRNA was not
detected in formalin-fixed paraffin-embedded tissues
was not clear, the followings were considered: 1) while
ß2-microglobulin was constantly expressed in almost all
cells (Nagata et al., 1986), CSF was produced only by a
portion of tumor cells, and the amount may have been
very minute, 2) as shown in Fig. 2, mRNA extracted
from formalin-fixed paraffin-embedded tissues was
markedly degraded, and 3) the efficiencies of conversion
to cDNA and PCR amplification of mRNA extracted
from formalin-fixed paraffin block-embedded tissues
were low (de Franchis et al., 1988; Lo et al., 1989).

In this study, G-CSF-positive cases were lung giant
cell-type large cell carcinoma, colon adenocarcinoma,
and stomach adenocarcinoma, and GM-CSF-positive
cases were lung spindle cell carcinoma and malignant
thymoma. Among G-CSF-producing malignant tumors,
which were relatively frequently reported, such as
carcinomas of the oral cavity (Yoneda et al., 1991),
thyroid gland (Yazawa et al., 1995), lung (Kodama et al.,
1984; Shijubo et al., 1992; Furihata et al., 1996; Asano
et al., 1997; Omura et al., 1999), esophagus (Ota et al.,
1998), stomach (Obara et al., 1985), gallbladder
(Furihata et al., 1999), pancreas (Umematsu et al., 1996),
intrahepatic bile duct (Aizawa et al., 1997), urinary
bladder (Sato et al., 1994), and so on, the frequency of
lung carcinoma is high. In contrast, there have only been
a few reports of GM-CSF-producing malignant tumors.
To our knowledge, only 10 cases consisting of four
thyroid carcinoma (Nakada et al., 1996), four lung
carcinoma (Sawyers et al., 1992), one renal pelvic
carcinoma (Wetzler et al., 1993), and one renal
carcinoma (Kan et al., 1996) have been reported in the
English literature. However, the results of this study
suggested that GM-CSF-producing malignant tumors are
not extremely rare. When the investigation of GM-CSF
by blood chemistry becomes more common in the
future, the frequency of GM-CSF-producing malignant
tumors reported may increase. As shown in Case 4,
patients with GM-CSF producing tumors often show
eosinophilia (Sawyers et al., 1992; Watanabe et al.,
1998). Thus, marked leukocytosis with eosinophilia is
one of the useful clinical indicators for suspecting GM-
CSF producing neoplasms to measure the serum GM-
CSF level of patients. Among the previous reports of
non-lymphohematopoietic malignant tumors, there has
been only one case of renal carcinoma in which the
expression of GM-CSF was confirmed at the mRNA
level (Kan et al., 1996) as in Case 4 of this study. 

Regarding the histological types of G-CSF-
producing carcinomas, undifferentiated carcinoma
(Robinson, 1974; Kodama et al., 1984; Shijubo et al.,
1992; Nakada et al., 1996; Oshika et al., 1998; Omura et
al., 1999), squamous cell carcinoma (Asono et al., 1977;
Satoh et al., 1993; Furihata et al., 1996; Uematsu et al.,
1996; Ota et al., 1998) and adenocarcinoma (Furihata et
al., 1999) were reported, and the majority were

1013

G-CSF and GM-CSF in non-lymphohematopietic malignant tumors



undifferentiated carcinomas. Approximately half of the
cases of GM-CSF-producing carcinomas reported were
undifferentiated carcinomas (Wetzler et al., 1993). In this
study, G-CSF-positive lung carcinoma was
undifferentiated large cell carcinoma, and GM-CSF-
positive lung carcinoma was spindle cell carcinoma
which was considered to be a poorly differentiated non-
small cell carcinoma (Travis et al., 1999). In a case with
stomach carcinoma (Case 3) in which the primary lesion
was negative but the lung metastatic lesion was G-CSF-
positive, the metastatic lesion was less differentiated
compared with the primary lesion, suggesting that as the
carcinoma becomes less differentiated, CSF becomes
more likely to be produced. Although biological
mechanisms are unclear in the production of these CSFs
by tumor cells, gene mutation, gene amplification, and
the activation of gene regulatory factors were noted for
G-CSF (Ota et al., 1998).

In this study, the survival period of four CSF-
positive cases excluding a case with malignant thymoma
was six months or less, and the prognosis was poor. A
similar tendency was noted in papers that summarized
and analyzed cases reported in the past. According to
Furihata et al. (1999), five cases with G-CSF-producing
gallbladder carcinoma, including one case reported by
them, died within one year, and the survival period was
six months or less in four cases. Watanabe et al. (1998)
retrospectively investigated six cases with rare GM-
CSF-producing tumors (three cases of lung carcinoma,
two cases of thyroid carcinoma, and one case of renal
carcinoma) and noted that three out of four patients for
whom the prognosis was described died within four
months. Although it is not simple because there are
several factors that determine the prognosis, CSF may be
one of the factors. Actually, it has been reported that in a
culture experiment using a G-CSF-producing cell line
established from human undifferentiated thyroid
carcinoma, G-CSF production by the tumor was
increased by stimulation with tumor necrosis factor,
interleukin 1α, and interleukin 1ß, and the proliferation
of the tumor cells was promoted (Oka et al., 1993).
Autocrine promotion of proliferation via G-CSF
receptors was noted as a mechanism (Tachibana et al.,
1995). Furthermore, it has been shown that metastasis to
the lung was more likely to occur when the CSF
productivity of the tumor was high in a mouse
experimental subcutaneous tumor transplantation model
(Nicoletti et al., 1987). Therefore, CSFs produced by
tumors stimulate the proliferation of tumor cells, as well
as bone marrow hematopoietic cells, which may
facilitate growth and metastasis, resulting in a poor
prognosis. As described above, however, CSF generally
tends to be expressed in poor prognostic undifferentiated
carcinomas. The prognosis of patients depends on the
original strength of the invasive growth of the
carcinoma, and it cannot be excluded that CSF
production may be a phenomenon accompanied by the
tumor (a simple phenotype). Whether CSF produced by
the carcinoma strongly affects the prognosis is an issue

to be investigated.
There have been no reports of studies that

investigated how CSF produced by tumors actually has
an influence on hematopoiesis in the bone marrow.
Generally, G-CSF facilitates the proliferation and
differentiation of neutrophils and the mobilization of
mature neutrophils to peripheral blood (Morstyn and
Burgess, 1988). GM-CSF also stimulates the
proliferation of the monocyte/macrophage series,
erythrocyte and megakaryocyte series, as well as the
granulocyte series (Clark and Kamen, 1987). In this
study, changes in the bone marrow in five cases with
CSF-positive malignant tumors were compared with the
controls. In general histopathology, the ratio of bone
marrow hematopoietic cells was calculated by visual
observation in the microscopic fields (Peel and Krause,
1981). Approximate constitutive ratios of hematopoietic
cells are obtained based on morphological differences in
HE-stained preparations. Since the values estimated vary
depending on the microscopic examiners and the
conditions in these measurement methods, the bone
marrow cannot be accurately evaluated. Therefore, in
this study, imaging analysis was used for the ratio of
bone marrow hematopoietic cells, and the constitutive
ratios of hematopoietic cells were objectively calculated
by histochemistry and immunohistochemistry. Case 1
finally exhibited hypoplastic bone marrow; granulocyte
and erythrocyte series cells decreased while cells of the
monocyte/macrophage series increased. These changes
were caused by chemotherapy, and the active
involvement of G-CSF was unlikely. In the other four
cases with CSF-positive malignant tumors, the
cellularity of hematopoietic cells was higher and the
absolute constitutive ratio of the granulocyte series was
significantly higher than those in the controls, indicating
that the absolute number of cells of the granulocyte
series increased. In the other cell series, although the
absolute constitutive ratios tended to be high, the
differences were not significant. G-CSF and GM-CSF
produced by tumors may have had physiological activity
and promoted mainly the proliferation of cells of the
granulocyte series. Cases 2 and 4 were complicated by
sepsis and bronchial pneumonia, and the degree of
increase in cells of the granulocyte series may have been
affected by these infectious diseases. For Cases 3 and 5,
the effects of chemotherapy should be considered.

In this study, the white blood cell count increased to
above 50,000/mm3 in some cases with non-tumorous
lesions, although it was rare, indicating that leukocytosis
to this degree may occur in infectious diseases. It was
very interesting that five cases with tumors developed
leukocytosis with a white blood cell count higher than
the above count, and two of them were CSF-positive in
this study. Therefore, in cases with non-
lymphohematopoietic malignant tumors accompanied by
leukocytosis with a white blood cell count of
60,000/mm3 or higher, some white blood cell increasing
factors may exist with a high frequency. Inversely, it
should be emphasized that three cases (0.7%) were
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negative for both G-CSF and GM-CSF, in spite of
marked leukocytosis (60,000/mm3 or higher), which was
higher than the mean white blood cell count in the CSF-
positive cases and was not observed in cases with non-
tumorous diseases. In these cases, it cannot be
completely excluded that: 1) G-CSF and GM-CSF
produced by tumor cells were not retained in the tumor
cells, and were secreted during the early phase, which
resulted in negativity on immunohistochemical staining
(Akasyuka et al., 1991), 2) the amount of CSF produced
by each tumor cell was less than the sensitivity of the
immunohistochemistry, and 3) the ratio of CSF-
producing cells in the tumor was so small that it could
not be identified in the tissue excised. Actually, some
cases were CSF-negative on immunohistochemistry,
despite the high clinical blood levels of G-CSF and GM-
CSF (Furihata et al., 1999). However, it is quite possible
that other stimulating factors produced by tumors such
as macrophage colony stimulating factor and
interleukins 1, 3, and 6 are involved. Further
clinicopathological studies are necessary for cases with
malignant tumors accompanied by leukocytosis,
considering the involvement of not only G-CSF and
GM-CSF, but also other white blood cell proliferation
stimulating factors.

References

Aizawa M., Koshiyama H., Inoue D., Fukunaga Y., Katakami H., Miki M.
and Mizuno Y. (1997). Postoperative aggravation of hypercalcemia-
leukocytosis syndrome in a case of squamous cell type
cholangiocarcinoma. Intern. Med. 36, 232.

Akastuka A., Shimamura K., Katoh Y., Takekoshi S., Nakamura M.,
Nomura H., Hasegawa M., Ueyama Y. and Tamamoki N. (1991).
Electron microscopic identification of the intracellular secretion
pathway of human G-CSF in a human tumor cell line: A comparative
study with a chinese hamster ovary cell line (IA1-7) transfected with
human G-CSF cDNA. Exp. Hematol. 19, 768-772.

Asano S., Urabe A., Okabe T., Sato N., Kondo Y., Ueyama Y., Chiba S.,
Ohsawa N. and Kosaka K. (1977). Demonstration of granulopoietic
factor(s) in the plasma of nude mice transplanted with a human lung
cancer and in the tumor tissue. Blood 49, 845-852.

Chuang S.-S., Yung Y.-C. and Li C.Y. (2000). von Willebrand factor is
the most reliable immunohistochemical marker for megakaryocytes
of myelodysplastic syndrome and chronic myeloproliferative
disorders. Am. J. Clin. Pathol. 113, 506-511.

Clark S.C. and Kamen R. (1987). The human hematopoietic colony
stimulating factors. Science 236, 1229-1237.

de Franchis R., Cross N.C.P., Foulkes N.S. and Cox T.M. (1988). A
potent inhibitor of Taq polymerase copurifies with human genomic
DNA. Nucleic Acids Res. 16, 10355.

Furihata M., Sonobe H., Iwata J., Ido E., Ohtsuki Y., Asahi Y., Kubonishi
I. and Miyoshi I. (1996). Lung squamous cell carcinoma producing
both parathyroid hormone-related peptide and granulocyte colony
stimulating factor. Pathol. Int. 46 376-379.

Furihata M., Sonobe H., Ohtsuki Y., Enzan H., Tokuoka H, and
Nakamura Y. (1999). An immunohistochemical study on a case of
granulocyte-colony stimulating factor-producing gall-bladder
carcinoma. Pathol. Int. 49, 1010-1013.

Greaves M.F., Sieff C. and Edwards P.A.W. (1983). Monoclonal
antiglycophorin as a probe for erythroleukemias. Blood 61, 645-651.

Hughes W.F. and Higley C.S. (1952). Marked leukocytosis resulting
from carcinomatosis. Ann. Intern. Med. 37, 1085-1088.

Kan M., Tamura M., Kojima K., Naruo S., Kanayama H. and Kagawa S.
(1996). A case of renal cell carcinoma producing granulocyte-
macrophage colony- stimulating factor. J. Urol. 155, 2022-2023.

Kodama T., Takada K., Kameya T., Shimosato Y., Tsuchiya R. and
Okabe T. (1984). Large cell carcinoma of the lung associated with
marked eosinophilia. Cancer 54, 2313-2317.

Lo Y.-D.M., Mehal W.Z. and Fleming K.A. (1989). In vitro amplification
of hepatitis B virus sequences from liver tumor DNA and from
paraffin wax embedded tissues using the polymerase chain reaction.
J. Clin. Pathol. 42, 840-846.

Miyatake S., Otsuka T., Yokota T., Lee F. and Arai K. (1985). Structure
of the chromosomal gene for granulocyte-macrophage colony
stimulating factor: comparison of the mouse and human genes.
EMBO J. 4, 2561-2568.

Morstyn G. and Burgess A.W. (1988). Hemopoietic growth factors: A
review. Cancer Res. 48, 5624-2637.

Nagata S., Tsuchiya M., Asano S., Yamamoto O., Hirata Y., Kubota N.,
Oheda M., Nomura H. and Yamazaki T. (1986). The chromosomal
gene structure and two mRNAs for human granulocyte colony-
stimulating factor. EMBO J. 5, 571-581.

Nakada T., Sato H., Inoue F., Mizorogi F., Nagayama K. and Tanaka T.
(1996). The production of colony-stimulating factors by thyroid
carcinoma is associated with marked neutrophilia and eosinophilia.
Intern. Med. 35, 815-820.

Nicoletti G., Lollini P.-L., Bagnara G.P., De Giovanni C., Del Re B., Bons
L., Prodi G. and Nanni P. (1987). Are colony-stimulating factor-
producing cells facilitated in the metastatic process? Anticancer
Res. 7, 695-700.

Noonan K.E., Beck C., Holzmayer T.A., Chin J.E., Wunder J.S., Andrulis
I.L., Gazdar A.F., Willman C.L., Griffith B., Von Hoff D.D. and
Roninson I.B. (1990). Quantitative analysis of MDR1 (multidrug
resistance) gene expression in human tumors by polymerase chain
reaction. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA. 87, 7160- 7164.

Obara T., Ito Y., Kodama T., Yonezumi M., Yamaguchi J., Musashi M.,
Imamura M. and Asaka M. (1985). A case of gastric carcinoma
associated with excessive granulocytosis. Cancer 56, 782-788.

Oka Y., Kobayashi T., Fujita S., Matsuura N., Okamoto S., Asakawa S.,
Murata A. and Mori T. (1993). Establishment of a human anaplastic
thyroid cancer cell line secreting granulocyte colony-stimulating
factor in response to cytokines. In Vitro Cell Dev. Biol. 29A, 537-542

Omura N., Abe S., Hirai K. and Aoki T. (1999). A case of granulocyte-
colony- stimulating factor producing gallbladder cancer. Am. J.
Gastroenterol. 94, 273- 275.

Oshika Y., Nakamura M., Hatanaka H., Abe Y., Tokunaga T., Ohnishi
Y., Kijima H., Yamazaki H., Tamaoki N. and Ueyama Y. (1998). A
human lung cancer xenograft producing granulocyte-colony
stimulating factor and parathyroid hormone- related protein. Oncol.
Reports 5, 359-362.

Ota S., Kato A. and Kobayashi H. (1998). Monoclonal origin of an
esophageal carcinosarcoma producing granulocyte-colony
stimulating factor. A case report. Cancer 82, 2102-2111.

Peel R. and Krause J.R. (1981). Bone marrow cellularity and stromal
reactions. Bone Marrow Biopsy. 1st ed. Krause J.R. (ed). Churchill
Livingstone.  New YorK.  pp.11-32.

Pulford K.A.F., Rigney E.M., Micklem K.J., Jones M., Stross W.P.,

1015

G-CSF and GM-CSF in non-lymphohematopietic malignant tumors



Gatter K.C. and Mason D.Y. (1989). A new monoclonal antibody that
detects a monocyte/macrophage associated antigen in routinely
processed tissue sections. J. Clin. Pathol. 42, 414-421.

Robinson W.A. (1974). Granulocytosis in neoplasia. Ann. N.Y. Acad.
Sci. 230, 212- 222.

Sambrook J., Fritsch E.F. and Maniatis T. (1989). Molecular cloning. A
laboratory manual. 2nd ed., Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press,
New York.

Sato K., Terada K., Sugiyama T., Sugiyama T., Masuda H., Kakinuma
H. and Kato T. (1994). Granulocyte-colony stimulating factor
produced bladder carcinoma of a patient with leukemoid reaction did
not affect proliferation of the tumor cells. J. Urol. 151, 1687-1690.

Satoh H., Abe S., Katoh Y., Komine Y., Nakamura M. and Tamaoki N.
(1993). Bladder carcinoma producing granurocyte colony-stimulating
factor: A case report. J. Urol. 149, 843-845.

Sawyers C.L., Golde D.W., Quan S. and Nimer S.D. (1992). Production
of granulocye-macrophage colony-stimulating factor in two patients
with lung cancer, leukocytosis and eosinophilia. Cancer 69, 1342-
1346.

Shijubo N., Inoue Y., Hirasawa M., Igarashi T., Mori M., Matsuura A.,
Uede T. and Suzuki A. (1992). Granulocyte colony-stimulating
factor-producing large cell undifferentiated carcinoma of the lung.
Intern. Med. 31, 277-280.

Suzuki A., Takahashi T., Okuno Y., Seko S., Fukuda Y., Nakamura K.,
Fukumoto M., Konaka Y. and Imura H. (1993). Liver damage in
patients with colony- stimulating factor-producing tumors. Am. J.
Med. 94, 125-132.

Tachibana M., Miyakawa A., Tazaki H., Nakamura K., Kubo A., Hata J.,

Nishi T. and Amano Y. (1995). Autocrine growth of transitional cell
carcinoma of the bladder induced by granulocyte-colony stimulating
factor. Cancer Res. 55, 3438- 3443.

Travis W.D., Colby T.V., Corrin B., Shimosato Y. and Brambilla E.
(1999). World Health Organization International histological
classification of tumours. Histological typing of lung and pleural
tumours. 3rd ed. Springer. Tokyo. 

Uematsu T., Tsuchie K., Ukai K., Kimoto E., Funakawa T. and Mizuno
R. (1996). Granulocyte-colony stimulating factor produced by
pancreatic carcinoma. Int. J. Pancreatol. 19, 135-139.

Watanabe M., Ono K., Ozeki Y., Tanaka S., Aida S. and Okuno Y.
(1998). Production of granulocyte-macrophage colony-stimulating
factor in a patient with matastatic chest wall large cell carcinoma.
Jpn. J. Clin. Oncol. 28, 559-562.

Wetzler M., Estrov Z., Talpaz M., Markowitz A., Gutterman J.U. and
Kurzrock R. (1993). Granulocyte-macrophage colony-stimulating
factor as a cause of paraneoplastic leukaemoid reaction in
advanced transitional cell carcinoma. J. Intern. Med. 234, 417-
420.

Yazawa S., Toshimori H., Nakatsuru K., Katakami H., Takemura J. and
Tatsukura S. (1995). Thyroid anaplastic carcinoma producing
granulocyte-colony- stimulating factor and parathyroid hormone-
related protein. Intern. Med. 34, 584-588.

Yoneda T., Nishimura R., Kato I., Ohmae M., Takita M. and Sakuda M.
(1991). Frequency of the hypercalcemia-leukocytosis syndrome in
oral malignancies. Cancer 68, 617-622. 

Accepted March 6, 2002

1016

G-CSF and GM-CSF in non-lymphohematopietic malignant tumors


