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Summary. The case of a 60-year-old woman with a five- 
year history of abdominal pain, jaundice, and weight loss 
is presented. On physical examination a hard mass on her 
right flank was evident. She died under unknown 
circumstances while she was waiting to be examined. 

At post-mortem examination the gallbladder was 
replaced by a neoplasm and there were gallstones within 
its lumen. 

Histologically, the tumour was constituted by a 
mixture of adenocarcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma 
and undifferentiated sarcoma. The diagnosis of 
carcinosarcoma of the gallbladder was established. A 
review of previously reported cases is presented too. 
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types, the etiopathogenic mechanisms are the same. 
Among all histological types of carcinoma of the 

gallbladder, adenocarcinoma -well, moderately and 
poorly differentiated- constitutes the majority of the 
cases reported in the literature (Shieh et al., 1981.; 
Brandt-Rauf et al., 1982) and studied in any pathology 
laboratory. Occasionally, rare histological types of 
tumours have been described as carcinosarcoma 
(Appelman and Coopersmith, 1970; Albores-Saavedra 
et al., 1981; Higgins and Turner, 1979, Higgs et al., 1973; 
Mansori and Cho, 1980; Von Kuster and Cohen, 1982). 

From the post-mortem files of the Pathology 
Department at Hospital General de MCxico, S.S., and at 
Faculty of Medicine, U.N.A.M., 114 cases of primary 
neoplasms of the gallbladder were studied (Albores- 
Saavedra e t  al . ,  1980); in this material a case of 
carcinosarcoma was included which is the subject of this 
communication. 

Introduction 
Materials and Methods 

Carcinoma of the gallbladder is a common neoplasm in 
Mexican population (Albores-Saavedra and Altamirano- 
Dimas, 1971); it is most frequent in females between the 
fifth and seventh decades of life and it has an overcast 
prognosis related almost always to its staging (Nevin et 
al., 1978). In a high percentage of the cases it is associated 
with chronic cholecystitis and cholelithiasis (Albores- 
Saavedra et al., 1980). 

On the other hand, primary sarcomas of the gallbladder 
form a heterologous and uncommon group of neoplasms 
(Yasuma and Yanaka, 1971; Carpentier and Lambilliote, 
1973) that, although having a mesenchymatous origin, 
share common clinical characteristics with those of 
epithelia1 origin, so it has been suggested that in both 
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A 60-year-old woman attended the Hospital General 
de MCxico, S.S. for consultation, because of an illness of 
five years duration characterized by abdominal colic pain 
which irradiated to both scapular regions, fever and 
diaphoresis. Six months before the pain became 
localized in both flanks, and after a month the patient 
noticed a hard mass on her right flank as well as malaise 
and weight loss, that at the time of her death amounted 
to 20 kg. She also referred to occasional evacuation of 
yellow gallstones about 2 cm in diameter; three months 
later, she presented melena and acholia. On physical 
examination she was cachectic and jaundiced; on her right 
flank a hard and painful tumor was palpated, which had 
displacement with breathing. The serum alkaline 
phosphatase was 1575 mU1ml; other laboratory data 
were normal. X-ray studies were not obtained. She was 
referred to the Oncology Service at the same hospital, 
with the clinical diagnosis of colonic carcinoma and 
cholelithiasis; she died under unknown circumstances 






