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. I

preface
On the earlier edge of the least-

known stretch of Roman imperial 
history, one feels fi rst its chilly shadow 
like a traveler approaching the Alps 
toward the close of an Autumn day. 
No more than a setting sun shines on 
the Antonines; Severan times grow 
darker yet; and at their end, with 
the murder of the young Alexander 
in 235, blackness settles down.  e 
historian therea er pursues his way 
through what he feels to be a complex 
mass of many vast events almost 
hidden from him by the obscurity 
of his sources. He emerges into a 
gradually clearing light, but into a 
diff erent country-as if he had entered 
the depths of Monte Bianco and 
discovered an exit from Mont Blanc

 e New Empire of Diocletian and Constantine

Soldatenkaiser

S

comitatus
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et al

Emperadores Ilirios

 e military rulers issuing from 
the Danubian and Balkan countries 
acknowledged the potent spell of 

.  ey were inspired 
by fervent patriotism and iron duty 
in the evil days.  eir heroic eff orts 
to save the sum of things were not 
always accorded recognition.  e new 
Romans, Illyrian and Pannonian, 
who appealed to an old Roman 
tradition of valor and energy, came 
against the barriers of class and 
education. Humble for the most part 
in their extraction, they enjoyed scant 
commentation for polite and civic 
studies.  that is 
the defect Aurelius Victor deplores 
when paying a generous tribute to the 
virtus and the concordia of Diocletian 
and his colleagues in the Tetrarchy

If anything 
these Illyriciani, as they are known by modern scholars, 
were described as having a strong regard and loyalty for 
Roman culture and as more Roman than the Romans

All sprang from similar 
undistinguished backgrounds in the lower Danube and 
Balkan regions, and had risen to the throne through 
government service, chiefl y military”
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. L    . 
O  

praefectus castrorum

primus pilus
tribuni angusticlavii

cursus honorum

 e civil wars 
within the empire in the third century politicized the military 
service and undermined its discipline, training, leadership, 
and reliability.  e army made and unmade emperors, 
brutalized and looted the civil population, and was no longer 
an obedient servant of the government. It had lost much of 
its sense of professional responsibility
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 e history of the  ird 
Century is essentially a record of Severan political 
shortsightedness

 e earlier emperors had increasingly relied upon 
equestrians to fi ll various military and administrative posts, 
and by the reign of Gallienus, most military commands had 
been removed from the senatorial order

the Empire 
came under the control of the leading Illyriciani at Sirmium 
on Claudius’ accession
First, a vast majority of the emperors of this period came 

from within the military and were Illyrian in origin
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 e rise of Maximinus also bespeaks 
the success of the horse guard as an offi  cer school. Its high 
standards of recruitment and training turned out inspiring 
military leaders. Maximinus fought on horseback in the 
forefront of battle in Germany, killing many of the enemy, 
and stirring the soldiers to strike bold strokes

Los Dos Maximinos

Aureliano Commeatus a 
praefectis necessarius in opmnibus castris est constitutus. 
Tuum est pro virtutibus tuis atque sollertia illic hiemalia et 

martiobarbuli

aestiva disponere, ubi tibi nihil deerit, quaerere praeterea, 
ubi carrago sit hostium, et vere scire, quanti qualesque 
sint, ut non in vanum aut annona consum[m]atur aut 
tela iaciantur, in quibus res bellica constituta est

De re militari Plumbatarum 
quoque exercitatio, quos mattiobarbulos uocant, est tradenda 
iunioribus. Nam in Illyrico dudum duae legiones fuerunt, 
quae sena milia militum habuerunt, quae, quod his telis 
scienter utebantur et fortiter, Mattiobarbuli uocabantur. Per 
hos longo tempore strenuissime constat omnia bella confecta, 
usque eo, ut Diocletianus et Maximianus, cum ad imperium 
peruenissent, pro merito uirtutis hos Mattiobarbulos 
Iouianos atque Herculianos censuerint appellandos eosque 
cunctis legionibus praetulisse doceantur. Quinos autem 
mattiobarbulos insertos scutis portare consuerunt, quos si 
oportune milites iactent, prope sagittariorum scutati imitari 
uidentur offi  cium. Nam hostes equosque consauciant, 
priusquam non modo ad manum sed ad ictum missibilium 
potuerit perueniri
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Abrittus

Promoting horsemen 
of the guard to fi eld commanders worked so well it set a 
pattern even for the fourth century army when the emperors’ 
guardsmen (protectores) became tribunes of fi eld units… 
 e horse guard decurion Iulius Maximinus, because of his 
exercising skills, became chief training offi  cer of the imperial 
fi eld army in Germany – and thence rose to the throne

El Divino Aureliano si 
vis tribunus esse, immo si vis vivere, manus militum contine. 
Nemo pullum alienum rapiat, ovem nemo contingat. Uvam 
nullus auferat, segetem nemo deterat, oleum, salem, lignum 
nemo exigat, annona sua contentus sit. De praeda hostis, 
non de lacrimis provincialium habeant. Arma tersa sint, 
ferramenta samiata, calciamenta fortia. Vestis nova vestem 
veterem excludat. Stipendium in balteo, non in popina 
habeat. Torquem, brachialem, anulum adponat. Equum et 
sagmarium suum defricet, capitum animalis non vendat, 
mulum centuriatum communiter curent. Alter alteri quasi 
&l;tdom>in<o>, nemo quasi servus obsequatur, a medicis 
gratis curentur, haruspicibus nihil dent, in hospitiis caste se 
agant, qui litem fecerit, vapulet

Aurelianus manu ad 
ferrum

Por esto los jóvenes, que en su mayor parte eran 
de Panonia, elogiaban el valor de Maximino 
mientras se burlaban de Alejandro [Severo] 
porque estaba a las órdenes de su madre

primus pilus

El Divino Aureliano

Los Dos 
Maximinos  El Divino Claudio

funarius
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. L  “”   


Illyriciani
virtual junta of offi  cers 

from the Danubian provinces where much of the army was 
recruited

patriae

Sed horum 
concordia maxime edocuit virtuti ingenium usumque bonae 
militiae, quanta his Aureliani Probique instituto fuit paene 
sat esse.

Césares

Probo Ex quo intellectum est Aurelianum in animo 
hoc habuisse, ut, si quid sibi scienti prudentique eveniret, 
Probum principem faceret
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comitatus

 e new comitatus 
appears to have evolved from a cavalry force into one that 
mingled infantry and cavalry, and it does not seem to have 
been wedded to the legionary system

Probo
However, the 

record from 268 to 280 suggests, whatever people might think 

later, that these offi  cers did not all see themselves as part 
of a unifi ed group. Rather, each new emperor had to fi nd a 
way to forge his own governing coalition that reached well 
outside the group of generals with whom he had associated 
before taking the throne
although the leading Illyriciani showed solidarity during 

these civil wars, the continued revolts across the empire 
showed that their decisions were not universally accepted

Treinta
Usurpadores Arcus Sarmaticos et duo saga ad me 
velim mittas, sed fi blatoria, cum ipse misi de nostris

praedae Los Dos Maximinos El Divino 
Claudio Probo El Divino Aureliano

manubiae El Divino Aureliano
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. L      


From the mid-third 
century there was certainly greater social mobility, in 
that men of equestrian rank were now being appointed 
to more senior posts previously held by senators, such as 
the command of a legion.  ese men usually had more 
military training and experience than senators, and it will 
have made less sense to appoint a senator with limited 
military experience as governor of a province where he 
was in command of several legions and auxilia. Gradually 
equestrians began to be appointed to more senior posts, 
o en with the title dux, in command of substantial bodies of 
troops. Senators were phased out of provincial governorships 
involving the command of legionary troops, and AD 260 
saw the last known example of a senator in command of a 
military campaign. Equestrians employed in this way tended 
to be schooled in military aff airs and were o en promoted 
from highly experienced centurions and senior centurions 
... Many of these tough military offi  cers came from the 
Danubian provinces, and the marriage of military ability 
and imperial responsibilities eventually brought emperors of 
Illyrian stock like Diocletian and Constantine

vexilliationes

en esta guerra se derramó, por un 
lado y por otro, gran cantidad de sangre romana

 e Danubian region would 
provide the nucleus of a new army, organized on diff erent 
principles from the old. Before the capture of Valerian, 
Gallienus appears to have disposed of a substantial body of 
cavalry that could be deployed independently of the legions, 
and to have had a body of troops attached to his person 
called the 
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palatinae comitatenses
limitanei ripenses

limitanei

comitatenses pseudocomitatenses

Los hombres de aquella 
región, físicamente, son altos y muy fuertes, bien 
dotados para el combate y muy sanguinarios, 
pero en lo tocante a su inteligencia, son obtusos y 
cerrados de mollera, si se les dice o hace algo con 
malicia y engaño

Vosotros 
os habéis ejercitado en el campo de batalla en 
vuestros continuos combates contra los bárbaros, 
y estáis acostumbrados a soportar todo tipo de 
fatigas, a despreciar fríos y calores, a cruzar ríos 
helados y a beber agua teniendo que romper 
el hielo en lugar de sacarla simplemente de un 
pozo; también os habéis ejercitado en el arte de 
la caza. Y contáis con tan excelentes recursos 
para el valor, que nadie, aunque quisiera, os 
podría hacer frente

comitatus

Gallienus began 
regularly to employ men of equestrian rank in legionary 
commands previously held by senators, and since these 
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…
los habitantes de Mesia, situada entre Tracia y 
Peonia, al borde del Danubio, de donde proviene 
mi linaje, completamente rústico, austero, 
inhábil, insensible al amor, perseverante de 
forma infl exible en sus determinaciones

. E        
  

equestrians generally had more military experience than 
senators, it is not surprising that the military responsibilities 
of senatorial governors were gradually taken over by 
equestrians, and the old constraint of the senatorial 
monopoly of high offi  ce was at last removed

Discurso de Antioquía

comitatus

comitatus
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Equites Dalmatae

In the endless wars of the 
third century, emperors chose their guard from horsemen of 
the alae serving in the fi eld army. For team spirit, men were 
chosen in groups

 ere was a mixture 
of various troops in the ‘ ’: special cavalry units 
such as the ‘ ’, the legionary cavalry, the 
infantry units such as ‘ ’, units of ‘ ’, and a 
new imperial guard called the

In quo bello, quod (a Claudio) gestum est, equitum 
Dalmatarum in gens extitit virtus, quod originem ex ea 
provincia Claudius videbatur ostendere

los Dos Galienos

Compendium historiarum

idem Long 
based on infantry legions, the Roman army, during the third 
century, clearly became cavalry-based, a change in which 
the horse guard played a major role
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 El Divino Aureliano
Equites sane omnes ante imperium sub Claudio 

Aurelianus gubernavit, cum off ensam magistri eorum 
incurrissent, quod temere Claudio non iubente pugnassent. 
Idem Aurelianus contra Suebos et Sarmatas isdem 
temporibus vehementissime dimicavit ac fl orentissimam 
victoriam rettulit. Accepta est sane clades sub Aureliano 
a Marcomannis per errorem. Nam dum is a fronte non 
curat occurrere subito erumpentibus, dumque illos a dorso 
persequi parat, omnia circa Mediolanum graviter evastata 
sunt. Postea tamen ipsi quoque Marcomanni superati sunt. 
In illo autem timore, quo Marcomanni cuncta vastabant, 
ingentes Romae seditiones motae sunt paventibus cunctis, ne 
eadem, quae sub Gallieno fuerant, provenirent

El Divino Aureliano
Cum autem Aurelianus vellet omnibus simul 

facta exercitus sui constipatione concurrere, tanta apud 

Vita Aureliani

Placentiam clades accepta est, ut Romanum paene solveretur 
imperium. Et causa quidem huius periculi perfi dia et 
calliditas barbarici fuit motus. Nam cum congredi aperto 
Marte non possent, in silvas se densissimas contulerunt 
atque ita nostros vespera incumbente tubarunt. Denique 
nisi divina ope post inspectionem librorum sacrifi ciorumque 
curas monstris quibusdam speciebusque divinis inpliciti 
essent barbari, Romana victoria non fuisset. Finito proelio 
Marcomannico Aurelianus, ut erat natura ferocior, plenus 
irarum Romam petit vindictae cupidus, quam seditionum 
asperitas suggerebat. Incivilius denique usus imperio, vir 
alias optimus, seditionum auctoribus intermptis cruentius 
ea, quae mollius fuerant curanda, compescuit

Probo  longum est 
dicere, quot reges magnarum gentium fugarit, quot duces 
manu sua occiderit, quantum armorum sit, quae ipse cepit 
privatus



Antigüedad y Cristianismo

Los Césares 

. C

Probo  tantum 
his praedae barbaricae tulit, quantum ipsi Romanis 
abstulerant. contra urbes Romanas castra in solo barbarico 
posuit atque illic milites collocavi

Probo Agros et 
horrea et domos et annonam Transrhenanis omnibus fecit, 
his videlicet quos in excubiis conlocavit

Se situaron 
estratégicos campamentos y castillos en muchos lugares

comitatus
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